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Building the Foundations for Success and Happiness 

Monday 15th October  School Council 

Wed 17th—Friday 19th October Start Smart in Years 1 to 6 

Monday 22nd October Graduation Photo 

Tuesday 6th November Melbourne Cup—PUBLIC HOLIDAY, NO SCHOOL ON THIS DAY 

Wednesday 7th November Salesian College Transition Day 

Tuesday 8th November Sunbury Downs Secondary College Transition Day  

Thursday 15th November Prep Transition Morning 9:30am—10am  

 

Dear Parents, Staff and Students,  

Welcome back to Term 4 which, as always, promises to be a very busy one with a range of learning opportunities 

and transitional programs in readiness for next year.  Look out for key dates and events on Compass.  

As part of our Money Smart program, next week classes from years one to six will 
participate in the Start Smart program.  Research indicates that it is crucial to de-
velop financial literacy skills from an early age. The Start Smart Primary program 
teaches these skills in a way that students can understand and enjoy. It was devel-
oped with a panel of leading specialists in primary education, cognitive develop-
ment, instructional design and financial literacy.  These sessions are a great lead in 
to conversations at home about good financial habits.  

Please be aware that we have a swooping magpie in our area. We are working with wildlife 
rescue to ensure the safety and wellbeing of both the community and the magpies. To re-
duce your chances of being swooped! 

 Do not deliberately provoke or harass the birds as this may make them more aggressive. 

 Walk calmly through the area - DON'T RUN. 

 Protect your head with a large, wide brim hat or carry an open umbrella; you can place eyes 
on the back of hats and umbrellas which may reduce the likelihood of the bird swooping.  

 Wear glasses to protect your eyes. 

 Keep an eye on the bird as they are less likely to swoop if you look at them. 
Remember… 

STAY CALM. Accidents can occur when people, particularly children, panic.  Swooping behaviour is temporary 
and will cease after breeding season. Magpies and Plovers are protected by the National Parks & Wildlife Act 
1974 and harming these native birds and/or their nests is illegal. 

In our previous newsletter  there were errors in our term 1 dates. Please see the correct days and dates below. We  
apologise for any inconvenience.    

 

Curriculum days 

 Tuesday  29th January  

 Wednesday 30th January  

 Friday 26th April 

 Monday 22nd July 

2019 CURRICULUM DAYS (Correction)  

IT'S MAGPIE SWOOPING SEASON 

START SMART  

mailto:kismet.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://kismetparkps.vic.edu.au


On curriculum days staff are involved in planning and professional learning that aims to improve learning outcomes 
for our students. Please note these dates on your calendar.  

 Term 1: Students return to school on Thursday 31st January to Friday 5th April  

 Term 2: Tuesday 23rd April to Friday 28th June 

 Term 3: Monday 15th July to Friday 20th September 

 Term 4: Monday 7th October to Friday 20th December 

 

If there is any information that we may not be aware of that may affect your child’s class 

placement next year please put the details in writing and forward to the office marked  At-

tention: Mr Glenn  McConnell by  Friday 26th of     October. This is not a teacher / class  

selection process, but an opportunity to provide information which may assist with your 

children’s social and academic grouping. While all information will be carefully considered 

we can not guarantee  that all needs will be met.  

 

Kismet Park Primary School is committed to child safety.  As a community we want children to be safe, happy and 

empowered. We support and respect all children, as well as our staff and volunteers.  We are committed to the safe-

ty, participation and empowerment of all children. There is zero tolerance of child abuse, and all allegations and 

safety concerns will be treated very seriously and consistently with our robust policies and procedures. We meet our 

legal and moral obligations to contact authorities when we are worried about a child’s safety, which we follow rigor-

ously.  

Kismet Park Primary School is committed to preventing child abuse and identifying risks early, and removing and 

reducing these risks. We have human resources and recruitment practices for all staff and volunteers. Our school is 

committed to regularly training and educating our staff and volunteers on child abuse risks. As a community we sup-

port and respect all children, as well as our staff and volunteers. We are committed to the safety of all children. Kis-

met Park Primary School has specific policies, procedures and training in places that support our leadership team, 

staff and volunteers to achieve these commitments.  

At Kismet Park Primary School: 

· Everyone connected to our school can help children be safe. 

· We have zero tolerance for any abuse of children. 

· We already have policies and processes in place to protect the care, safety and welfare of children.  

· There are clear boundaries about how adults in our school community may interact with the children. These are  set 

out in our school’s Child Safe Code of Conduct .  

A copy of our  Child Safe Policy and  Child Safe related documents are   available on our school website.  

 When kids miss school, not only is their academic progress impeded, forcing 

them to catch up on missed work(which some never do), they often miss im-

portant interactions with their peers which can compound issues of social isola-

tion and low self-esteem. 

One of the most important things you can do to ensure your child has a bright future is to make sure he or she goes to 

school every day—and gets there on time. It sounds simple, but it is true. The correlation between school attendance 

and children’s achievement levels is well established. The more time kids spend at school, the more likely they are to 

experience school success. 

Conversely, according to a report from the Victorian Auditor General, students who are regularly absent from school 

PARENTING IDEAS: IT’S NOT OKAY TO BE AWAY ... NOR TO BE LATE TO SCHOOL 

By Michael Grose 

CHILD SAFE 

CLASS PLACEMENTS 2019 

2019 Term dates are as follows 



are at the greatest risk of dropping out of school early, and of experiencing long-term unemployment. When kids 

miss school, not only is their academic progress impeded, forcing them to catch up on missed work (which some 

never do), they often miss important interactions with their peers which can compound issues of social isolation and 

low self-esteem. Also, many teachers tell me, it’s often the kids who can least afford to take time off school who are 

most likely to be serial absentees. 

Of course, most people know this intuitively, yet school absenteeism is a huge problem in Australian schools—and 

much of it is parent-condoned. It’s hard to get an accurate picture across the country but it would appear that  Aus-

tralian students miss an average of between 12 and 15 days per school year, with parent-condoned absenteeism 

highest among young primary-aged children. 

That adds up to a year’s lost schooling over the school-life of a child. In today’s highly competitive world, this rate 

of absenteeism is alarming, putting our kids at a distinct disadvantage. 

That’s not a reason to be away! 

It’s now commonplace for children to stay away from school for reasons that would have been unheard of just 

twenty years ago. These include staying away to celebrate their own or a sibling’s birthday; being absent because 

they stayed up too late watching television; going shopping for clothes; an extended long weekend; and kids not 

wanting to take part in a sports day or special school event. 

This type of absenteeism sends a strong message to kids that parents don’t really value learning or their children’s 

school experiences. 

Australian kids only spend 15% of their total time at school. They spend more time asleep than they do at school. 

So we need to maximise every day to get full value. That means turning up to school every day, on time. 

Being late is not okay either 

Missing a few minutes each day may not seem like a big deal but your child may be missing more than you realise 

if he or she is continually late. 

Current research shows that mornings for most children are the most productive time of the day, with 10.00am the 

peak period for productivity. When children arrive late and take time to settle as they inevitably do, valuable learn-

ing time is lost. 

It takes strong parenting... 

As a parent myself I know how persuasive children of all ages can be when it comes to taking a day off school. It 

takes a strong will to resist the persistent pressure that kids can bring to bear, particularly if they play the guilt card 

with comments such as “It’s not fair that I have to go school today because Aunty is coming to visit!” Nice try. But 

the answer should be “No!”. 

As parents, we need to make a commitment that our kids make the most of their precious time at school. That 

means that we send them to school every day, on time and ready to make the most of the school day. 

Of course, there will be times, such as illness or genuinely extenuating family circumstances, when kids should be 

away. But these need to be a rarity rather than the norm. 

It’s reassuring to know that you increase their chances of future success just by making sure they turn up to school 

every day. And of course regular school attendance helps kids prepare for the workforce, where it will be expected 

that they turn up each day work-ready. The real world is unforgiving of those who stay away with NO EXCUSE. 

As A PARENT:-  

Commit to sending kids to school every day. 

Make sure kids arrive at school and class on time. 

Inform the school when they are away, sending medical certifi-

cates and other evidence of genuine absence. 

Consider catching-up on missed work.  

Make kids who are away stay in their bedroom – that is where ill 

kids should be.  

 



Be Respectful 

Joshua Henson—5/6L  

Mitchell Clarke—PA  

Charlotte Hodge—1/2G  

Be Responsible 

Be a Learner 

Isis Miskelly—1O Lilah Martin—2T 

Lachlan Bullows—5/6E Emily Dicker—1/2T 

Milly Casey—2B Lucy Hynes—4B 

Lucy Hansen—5/6A Oakley Morgan—PC 

Hayley Fisher—5/6K Ruby Sherlock—4G 

Haruki Terry—PJ Thomas Hack—3W 

Oscar Mora—PW Charli Kalms—3H 

Macey Seidel—3/4G Amelia Gazzard—1B 

Bridgette Burnside—5/6N  

Grade Award 
 *Be Respectful* 

 *Be Responsible* 

 *Be Safe* 

 *Be a Learner* 



 

 

Private Piano Lessons available from a very caring and 

patient teacher with 30 years experience. Learn to play 

for leisure or Prepare for A.M.E.B examinations 

(Australian Music Examinations Board, Hawthorn) 

Lessons for Woman and Children only 

Woman are $40 each for $30 minutes or Fortnightly 

for $70 for 1 hour 

Children are $35 each for 30 minutes 

Lost of fun, especially for stay at home mums who 

have always wanted to tinker with the ivories and play 

old time favourites an popular modern songs. (A key-

board only at home is sufficient for practice) If you are 

interested or have any questions please contact Kim, 

0419 599 894. Testimonials upon request / Gift 

Vouchers for lessons— 

*****COMPLIMENTARY FIRST LESSON***** 

  

 

Payments due back 12th November  

GRADE 6  

GRADUATION BEAR   

The grade 6 Graduation bear  

   

is now available to order. 

 

We have a display at the office.  

Money is due 26th October  

Free Tennis Activities & Club Open Day 

Sunday 21st October from 12pm to 2:30pm Mt Carmel Tennis Club located in St Anne's Pri-

mary School entrance us off Stewarts Lane. Everyone is welcome to come along to the Mt 

Carmel Tennis Club open including free tennis activities. The club will also provide a sausage 

sizzle & a BBQ. You can sign up for a new membership on the day and receive a great dis-

count off the normal fee. Coaching lessons will also be provided by our club coaches and any new child enrolments 

to tennis lessons will receive a brand new racquet and 25% off regular 1st term fee. See you there!  

For all enquiries please call Jesse Laino 0423 382 268 

Activities include: Coaching, Ball Machine, Jumping Castle, Giant Racquet, Radar Gun, Face Painting, Prizes and 

giveaways for all participants. All ages and playing levels are welcome. 

Grade 6 Jackets for 2019 

We now have sample jackets at the office for your child 

to try on. We strongly encouraged everyone to come and 

try before you buy. Orders open next Monday, please let 

us know if you haven't received the correct paper work 

as late orders occur extra cost of $20. 

Go to www.fcw.com.au/#shops 


