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Building the Foundations for Success and Happiness 

Friday 15th November  Year 3 & 4 T Blast Cricket 

Footsteps 

Fairy Bread Fundraiser available during lunchtime $1 

2:30pm Whole School Assembly 

Monday 18th November  Lawn Bowls 

School Council 

Wednesday 20th November Region Cricket 

Thursday 21st November  9:30am—10:30am 2020 Prep Orientation  

JSC Excursion to Careworks Sunbury 

Thursday 28th November 9:30am—10:30am 2020 Prep Orientation  

Monday 2nd December Grade 3/4 Excursion to Werribee Zoo  

Tuesday 3rd December 2020 Prep Parent Information Evening 7:30—8:30pm 

Wednesday 4th December Book Pack Sales 9:00am—5:30pm 

Thursday 5th December 9:00am—10:30am 2020 Prep Orientation  
Book Pack Sales 9:00am—3:30pm 

Wednesday 18th December Grade 6 Graduation 

Friday 20th December LAST DAY OF TERM 4 Early Finish 2:30pm 

Dear Parents, Staff and Students, 

This morning we welcomed our 2020 Preps and their families to Kismet Park as part of our prep orientation           

program. Our Prep team Louisa Beckenham, Emily Hassett, Daniella Vranesic and Amy Webb enjoyed introducing 

the students to their classroom environments. Class placements will be adjusted as we get to know the students over 

the next few orientation sessions.   

 

Year 6 teachers work closely with local Secondary Colleges to support a smooth transition from Primary School to 

Secondary College. The Secondary College co-ordinators will be coming to our school tomorrow to chat with the 

Grade 6 students. Hard to believe where 2019 has gone! 

 

On Monday night our Junior School Councillors will attend School Council to share their achievements and thoughts 

about our school. We will provide a summary of their presentation in next week’s newsletter.  

As you know many families across New South Wales and Queensland have been impacted by dev-

astating fires over the past month. In support of those families the Salvation Army and Red Cross 

are seeking donations to help those affected and provide funds for food on the fire ground for the 

fire fighters etc.  If you would like to show your support we will be accepting cash donations at the 

office until Friday 29th November. Donations can also be made at Woolworths. 

To assist us with our  forward planning we ask any  families / students who are moving to another area and not re-
turning to  Kismet Park in 2020 to notify the school office as soon as possible. This information is critical in terms of 
class structures and staffing. Thank you for your assistance. Teachers have planned for a busy term 4. Curriculum 
newsletters for each year level have been sent home. If you have any questions about what your child is learning 
please speak to the classroom teacher. Refer to the points in last week’s newsletter for talking to your child about 
their school day.  

 

PLANNING FOR 2020  

NEW SOUTH WALES & QUEENSLAND FIRES 
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Students in Prep to Year 5 participate in our ‘Are You Ready?’ transition program. Held over 
four sessions, including a half day, this is an opportunity to work in their future learning envi-
ronment with their peer group. Sessions will be held on 28th November, 4th and 10th Decem-
ber. These sessions allowing staff to observe how students work together as part of our class 
placement process. 

 

Transition stress 

How can you help your child cope with the stress of change, such as a new school or new routine? Change is harder 

for some than others. The transitions between the school year and summer, home to vacation, even between parts of 

the day can cause stress. What may be fine for us as adults may produce anxiety for our kids - and resulting behav-

iors. With a little acknowledgment of transitions and planning, you can help reduce transition stress both in the short 

term and long term.  

With the new school year upon us, you may have experienced some issues with transition stress already. Perhaps 

your child isn't sleeping as well, or a little testier or sillier than usual. Maybe you find yourself more anxious.  

Whether you or your child have been able to verbalize the source of these behaviors, recent transitions are worth 

looking at. There's a reason that stress evaluation quizzes note major transitions as sources of stress - and even if 

those transitions are ones you want and/or are for the better.  

 

Don't dismiss the anxiety  

The first step is acknowledging that change is hard, both for you and your child. Validating feelings followed by 

some serious reassurance and hugs can go a long way to easing the stress. It can be a simple, "Hey, sweetie, I see that 

you're a little more anxious in the mornings before school. I completely understand that it's hard to adjust to a new 

schedule. Let's work together to see how we can make it easier or better for you." We all want to be understood.  

Similarly for you, you can seek out support from your partner for your own transition stress. Asking for help isn't a 

sign of weakness - and asking for help from your partner can help maintain your connection to one another.  

 
Small steps  

If you can, break down really big transitions into smaller steps. Maybe your child is struggling with an emotional 

leap from Kindergarten to 1st grade; you can break that down into steps that seem less big - it's a new teacher and 

new classroom, yes, but it's still the same school building, still the same school day, 

still the same bus ride, and so on. And, of course, you are still going to help your 

child along.  

 

Keep consistency where you can  

During times of transition, keep consistency where you can. A known element can 

be reassuring when everything else feels up in the air. Whether it's dinner time rou-

tine, a regular weekly family outing or even just the same afternoon snack as usual, 

routine and consistency is helpful while the new parts of the day settle out and be-

come more familiar.  

 

Professional Practice Days 

Teachers have over the last two weeks participated in their Term 4 Professional Practice Days. We have linked the 
learning to our School Improvement Partnership with Killara Primary School and engaged in Peer Observations 
across both schools. We had a clear focus on observing Instructional Practices in Writing and teachers shared ideas, 
planning, instruction and feedback on the observations. We are lifelong learners and have welcomed this opportunity 
to reflect on our practice and celebrate the exceptional classroom instruction that we have embedded into our teach-
ing practices. 

 

 

 

HELPING YOUTR CHILD COPE WITH CHANGE 

YEAR PREP TO YEAR 5: ‘ARE YOU READY?’ 

CURRICULUM NEWS 



 

Term Dates: 

Term 1 Wednesday 29 January to  Friday 27March 

Term 2 Tuesday 14 April to Friday 26 June 

Term 3 Monday 13 July to Friday 18 September 

Term 4  Monday 5 October to Friday 18 December 

 

2020 Curriculum Days:  

The following pupil free days have been confirmed for 2020.  Please note them in your   diary 

Term 1— Friday 6 March  

Term 2— Friday 8 May  

Term 3—Friday 31 July   

  

In addition to marking Remembrance Day through classes and one minute of silence across the school, we were ex-
tremely well represented by our Junior School Council at the Remembrance Day service outside the Memorial Hall 
in Sunbury. Thank you to the Sunbury RSL for including local students in their commemorations.  
 
Classes across the school commemorate and learn about the experiences of servicemen and women through a variety 
of age appropriate activities. If you have a child in Year 5-6 ask them to share with you their knowledge of the poem 
In Flanders Fields, which has been included this week in their reading and writing units of work.  

KEY DATES FOR 2020 

Remembrance Day  



 

Authenticity connects writers to the outside world, inspires writing for a real audience, and ensures that stu-
dents' voices are heard. Mrs Tabone provided a real life experience for her students to write about this 
week, bringing Ollie the Moodle in for a bath. The students in 2T are writing procedural texts and got to 
participate in authentic learning as an instructional approach. This allows students to explore, discuss and 
make meaning of real world concepts. Thank you Mrs Tabone and Ollie for going to this effort, we appre-
ciate this is above and beyond what is a usual classroom language experience. The kids loved it!  

Authentic Writing 





SCHOOL BANKING  

LAST DAY TO CLAIM AWARDS Thursday 28.11.19  

LAST DAY OF BANKING is Thursday 12.12.19 

We’d like to thank our lovely parent  

helpers Jacquie Barnard and Louise Cherry who 

count and bank our Student Banking each week. 

Notices for the LAST SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB for the year are being sent home today. 

If you would like to order a book from Book Club, all orders and monies must be returned by lunchtime on 

THURSDAY November 21st. Alternately, you can order your own child’s Book Club by  Thursday November 21st  

online using the LOOP system. 

If you have any queries regarding Book Club or the LOOP system, or would like some extra brochures, please come 

and see me in the Library. 

Please remember to put your child’s name on your order sheet.  Orders usually take about 1 week to arrive and will 

be delivered to your child’s classroom. 

Thanks to all who support Book Club and Happy Reading,   Jennifer Driver 

JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCIL EXCRUSION  

Junior School Council will be lending a hand with Careworks Sunbury next Thursday 21st 

November. 

Students will be involved in sorting and packing 

donated items for families in need. 

Keep and eye out, we will post some pics next 

week! 





 








