TELEPHONE: (03) 9744 4566
FACSIMILE: (03) 9744 2560
P.O. Box 220 SUNBURY 3429
9-11 McEwen Drive
Kismet.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.kismetparkps.vic.edu.au
Dear Parents/ Guardians,
“BUILDING THE FOUNDATIONS FOR SUCCESS AND HAPPINESS”

Dear Parent
Kismet Park Primary School is looking forward to another great year of teaching and learning and would like to advise you
of Kismet’s parent payment arrangements for 2021. Kismet Park Primary School makes every effort to keep the cost of
items and activities to a minimum and affordable for all parents.
The 2021 parent payment charges have been approved by school council. Parents/guardians are responsible for ensuring
that their children are provided with essential education items. Kismet Park has spent considerable time selecting
appropriate requisitions to meet the needs of our children and we source the most affordable stationery, while making
sure we provide excellent quality.
If you wish to source your own Essential stationery Items for the year (blue section) please see the attached booklist which
provides clear guidelines of the items required and the quality standard we expect. Please note; payment will still be
required for the consumables supplies (green section) and the digital learning component (yellow section).
You will be invoiced accordingly for these items. There may also be certain items that due to their nature may only be
provided by the school for which parents will be charged.
Due to covid restrictions still in place for schools, we are unable to accept cash or eftpos (in person). Therefore, your
payment options include :
 BPay (see your family reference number on page 3)
 credit card payment over the phone or
 Compasspay (log in details attached)
We will commence taking payments over the phone from Monday 9 November. The payment portal on Compass will be
open on the same day. Once payment has been received/verified, you have 2 options for the collection of your books.
Either the book bag can be sent home with your child/ren, or you can collect it yourself (by appointment only). Please wait
for a phone call or text from a member of our staff to discuss your preferred option.
We ask that all Student Essential Resources payments are finalised by the start of the school year, unless other
arrangements have been entered into. Families who do not have an immediate capacity to pay are also able to enter into
alternative and confidential payment arrangements with the school. Should you require information about financial
assistance please contact the Glenn McConnell on 9744 4566 to discuss payment options. NB: Our Parent Payment Policy
is available as an attachment to this letter and also in School Documentation on Compass
Financial Support for Families
Kismet Park understands that some families may experience financial difficulty and offers a range of support options,
including:
 Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund
 Individual payment plans
Refunds - Please see our Refund policy on Compass.
For further information on the Department’s Parent Payment Policy please see a one page overview attached.
Yours sincerely,

Glenn McConnell
Principal

Glenn Campbell
School Council President

Essential Student Learning Items
Below is a list of items and activities which are essential for your child to learn the standard curriculum. You may choose
to purchase these items through the school or provide your own. Please indicate which items you would like to
purchase through the school on the table below:
Attached is an Essential Items list which guides you on the everyday items that your child will use in the classroom.
Please indicate which items you would like to purchase through the school on the Parent Payment Charges section
overleaf”.
Optional Items
Kismet Park Primary School offers a range of optional items and activities that are additional to the delivery of the
standard curriculum. These items and activities are designed to broaden the school experience for your child.
Voluntary Contributions
Kismet Park Primary School continues to welcome your voluntary contributions to support our school.
You can make a general voluntary contribution that goes towards all of our school’s important priorities for 2021 as well
as providing additional activities and services for all students.
Alternatively, you can make a voluntary contribution to any of the specific priorities outlined in the table below:
Voluntary Contribution

Tax deductible?

Suggested Voluntary
Contribution per family

Amount


School council has established tax-deductible gift recipient status with the Australian Taxation Office for the
Building Fund
Kismet Building Fund

Yes

$95
TOTAL

$

Your child will not be disadvantaged if you do not make a voluntary contribution. All records of voluntary contributions
are kept confidential as well as your decision about whether to make a contribution or not.

Kismet Park Primary School
Parent Payments
POLICY
RATIONALE:
The Education and Training Reform Act 2006 ensures the provision of free instruction in the standard curriculum program, and
empowers school councils to charge for goods and services provided by the school to a child.
School councils are responsible for developing a school-level policy which covers essential education items, optional extras and
voluntary financial contributions. This school-level policy must meet the community’s expectations and be available to parents
and guardians upon request. The school-level policy must keep parent payments to a minimum and must not exceed the cost of
the relevant materials or services to the student.
Parents can be asked to pay for items, activities and services in three Parent Payment categories.
Kismet Park will determine how items, activities and services are classified within these categories based on the learning and
teaching program of the school.
1. Essential Student Learning items
These are items, activities and services that the school deems essential to student learning of the standard curriculum.
Materials that the individual student takes temporary or permanent possession of, including
 textbooks, activity books, exercise books
 ceramics
 stationery, book bags/boxes
 student ID cards, locks
 cooking ingredients students will consume
 materials for final products that students take home (technology projects, build your own kids/dioramas)
 picture exchange/communication systems
School uniform (where applicable)
Essential services associated with, but not considered to be a part of, instruction in the standard curriculum program, such as
costs associated with camps, excursions and incursions, school sport, which all students are expected to attend (e.g. transport
and entrance costs).
2. Optional Items
These are items, activities or services that are Optional and are offered in addition to the standard curriculum. Students may
access these on a user-pays basis.
 school magazines/Year Books, class photos
 functions, formals, graduation dinners
 materials for extra curricula activities
 student accident insurance
 extra curricula instrumental music tuition & instrument hire
 school-based performances, productions and events
 whole school concerts & Productions
3. Voluntary financial contributions
Which parents and guardians are invited to donate to the school (e.g. grounds beautification, additional computers). Schools
may invite voluntary financial contributions for the following purposes:
• contributions to a building and grounds beautification trust fund or contributions to a library trust fund (these trust funds
are approved by the Australian Taxation Office and are tax deductible)
• contributions for a specific purpose identified by the school (e.g. equipment, materials or services) in addition to those
funded through the SRP. This may include additional computers or student-related services
• General voluntary financial contributions or donations to the school
AIMS:
The Kismet Park Primary School Parent Payment Policy should assist School Council in the allocation of resources and to ensure
a transparent and fair process is in place for all parent payments.
To ensure that the school-level policy for parent payments and voluntary financial contributions is fully compliant with the DET
policy.

IMPLEMENTATION:


The school will provide parents and guardians with early notice of requests for payment of essential education
items, optional extras and voluntary financial contributions. Parents must be given at least 6 weeks notice prior to
the end of the previous school year. This should be given to allow parents sufficient planning time. Please note
that payment may be requested but not required prior to the commencement of the year in which the materials
and services are to be used.



Parents will be made aware of payment requirements via the school newsletter and transition to the next grade
packs. New families will receive the information as part of the ‘Information Package’ for parents.



A letter to parents outlining the parent payment in Victorian Government Schools will accompany the request for
payment notification at least six weeks prior to the end of the previous school year and be signed by the Principal
and School Council President.



Parents/guardians are required to provide essential education items for their children, and they have the option of
purchasing these through the school or through a local supplier, where appropriate. Essential supplies lists for
students will be supplied in Term 4 of the preceding year. If parents and guardians choose to provide equivalent
materials, this should be done in consultation with the school, and items should meet the specifications provided
by the school. However, there are some items which, due to their nature, may only be provided by the school.



The school will not withhold access to enrolment or advancement to the next year level as a condition of payment
of essential education items, optional extras or voluntary financial contributions.



The school will ensure that the status and details of any payments or non-payments by parents and guardians
remain confidential.



Parents will be encouraged to pay for essential items as early as practicable but encouraged to have payments
finalised by the end of Term 1 each year.



Parents and guardians who experience difficulties providing or paying the school to provide essential education
items, are encouraged to make an appointment with the Principal, Glenn McConnell or Vanessa Leetch (Business
Manager) to discuss alternative payment methods. Parents will be able to access a payment plan system if
required and an invitation to contact either of the people above is extended.



Where families have difficulty making payments, the principal will discuss the range of support options available;
these include the CSEF, State Schools Relief, second hand uniforms and a range of local welfare and support
agencies and negotiate an appropriate alternative arrangement, such as payment by instalments.



Payment requests, letters or CASES 21 invoices and statements for student materials and services charges must
clearly identify which category the items fall into, i.e. essential education items, optional education items or
voluntary financial contributions.



The school may issue only one request for voluntary financial contributions and one reminder notice per year.



It is not acceptable to use coercion or to harass parents and guardians to obtain payment.



Students will not be treated differently, denied access to the standard curriculum program, or refused instruction
on the basis of payments not being made for education items, services or voluntary financial contributions.



Parents and guardians are to be provided with an alternative option for their children if they choose not to
participate in an excursion or camp.



Invoices for unpaid essential education items or optional items accepted by parents are generated and distributed
on a regular basis, but not more than once a month.



Under no circumstances can collectors of any type, including debt collectors, be used to obtain any funds from
parents and guardians.



Where principals or school councils are uncertain if voluntary financial contributions can reasonably be invited
from parents and guardians, they should seek advice from their DET regional office.



any issues or general enquiries regarding parent charges can be made by calling the school on 9744 4566 or via
email kismet.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

EVALUATION The school council finance sub committee will review the Parent Payments Policy on an annual basis when
reviewing booklist charges for the forthcoming year. This policy was last ratified by School Council in October 2018

