
1 April 2021 

Dear Families,  

 

What a Term!  It is difficult to believe that term 1 is already drawing to a close, with so 

much being packed into the past ten weeks. Well done to all our Prep to Year 2 families 

whose artistic flair was evident during our spectacular Easter Bonnet Parade on Wednes-

day morning. It was great to have so many family members turn up to acknowledge stu-

dents as they paraded around the basketball courts.  

  

With great excitement yesterday afternoon students gathered in the gym to draw the 

winners of our Easter Raffle.  Close to 60 prizes were drawn out. A huge thank you to 

families who contributed to the amazing prizes. Congratulations to our major prize win-

ners, Laura Yang, Harriet Bremner and Nate Testa, we hope enjoy sharing your choco-

lates with your family over Easter weekend. 

 

Thank you also to our amazing band of volunteers who came along to assist with the 

preparation and distribution of our special lunches yesterday. Judging by the feedback 

from students the lunches were delicious.  

 

Congratulations to all students who participated in the Prime Minister’s Spelling Bee. A 

special mention goes out to Hayley Elliott and Zachary Topp who top scored in the year 3 

and 4’s respectively.  

 

Finally we would like to congratulate our students on the manner in 

which they have settled into their year of learning.  On behalf of all 

the staff we wish all a Happy Easter and a safe, relaxing holiday 

break.  We look forward to seeing you back on Monday 19th April 

for an exciting Term 2. 

Glenn and Andrea 

 

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

Our Term 2 parent teacher interviews for all classes and specialist programs (Japanese, 

Performing Arts and Physical Education) will be held between 3:30 and 6:00pm on 

 

Important Dates 

Monday 19th April 

First day of Term 2 

 

Wednesday 21st April 

9am College Representative visiting 

Grade 6 students  

 

Monday 26th April 

School Council 

 

Wednesday 28th April 

Parent Teacher Interview 3-6pm 

 

Thursday 29th April 

Parent Teacher Interview 3-6pm 

 

Monday 3rd May 

-Interschool Cross Country 

-Sunbury Downs Discovery Night 

 

Monday 10th—Wednesday 12th May 

Grade 4 Camp 

 

Tuesday 11th—Thursday 20th May 

NAPLAN grade 3 & 5 

 

https://www.kismetparkps.vic.edu.au/

mevents 
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Wednesday 28th and Thursday 29th April. 

 Classroom teacher interviews will be held in your child’s classroom. Specialist 

teacher interviews (Japanese, Performing Arts and Physical Education) will be held 

in the Performing Arts room. 

  

Bookings can be made through the COMPASS portal. 

  

COMPASS is a web-based system that is accessible on any modern web browser or 

by using the Compass School Manager app available for iOS or Android. To access 

our Parent Portal go directly to the Portal URL address: https://kismetparkps-

vic.compass.education 

  

When you log on to COMPASS you will find a link to Conferences on your home page. An online tutorial will lead you through 

the booking process. When selecting times for appointments with multiple teachers, please ensure you leave at least 10 

minutes between bookings to allow for travel between conferences.  

   

Note: Please contact the office if you have misplaced your log in details or require any assistance. 

  

BOOKINGS CLOSE MONDAY 26th April 

 

CLASSROOM HELPERS INDUCTION 

On Tuesday 20th April from 9:00am and Thursday 22nd April from 2:15pm we will be 
conducting our Classroom Helpers Induction Program which aims to familiarise help-
ers with expectations and procedures for working with children in the classroom. 
Sessions will be led by Andrea Markham and Caitriona Goldsworthy. Areas to be cov-
ered include:  

 Protocols for working with children in and outside of the classroom 

 Strategies for assisting children with Reading & Writing 

 Child Safe Protocols 

 OHS 

To ensure consistency of protocols on the most appropriate way to support teachers and their students in their classrooms and 
establish clear understandings regarding the importance of discretion and confidentiality we require all classroom helpers to 
have attended an induction program prior to working in classrooms.  

Therefore, we encourage as many as possible to take the opportunity to register for this valuable induction program. The office 
will hold specifically labelled Name Tags that indicate to classroom teachers all volunteers who have been inducted in the pro-
tocols and approaches required to effectively and confidently support teachers and students in the classroom.  

PLEASE EMAIL andrea.markham@education.vic.gov.au  

TO CONFIRM YOUR ATTENDANCE AT ONE OF THESE SESSIONS. 

 

NAPLAN 

The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) for 

Years 3 and 5 students are scheduled between Tuesday 11 May and Thursday 

20 May. NAPLAN tests assess student knowledge and skills in Writing, Reading, 

Language Conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and Numeracy. All 

students are expected to participate in the NAPLAN tests unless an exemption 

is sought by parents. This year all tests (except Year 3 writing) will be conduct-

https://kismetparkps-vic.compass.education/
https://kismetparkps-vic.compass.education/


ed online. Further information about NAPLAN Online was sent home to families of Year 3 and 5 stu-

dents  earlier this week. For more information about the tests please speak to your child’s teacher or 

visit the VCAA website at  https://nap.edu.au  

 2022 PREP INFORMATION SESSIONS  

Our 2022 Prep enrolment process will commence in Term 2 with information sessions being held at the 

following times:  

Tuesday 4 May at 9:30am 

Tuesday 25 May at 6:30pm 

Wednesday 26 May at 9.30am   

PARENTING IDEAS 

HOW TO TALK MORE WITH YOUR KIDS  
The links between school achievement and parents’ ability and propensity to talk with kids from a young age is 

indisputable.  

Published by Michael Grose Presentations. All rights reserved.  

For more ideas, support and advice for all your parenting challenges visit: www.parentingideas.com.au  

 If you were to focus on one thing to give your child an advantage then do what should come naturally – talk with 

them. The links between school achievement and parents’ ability and propensity to engage in conversation with 

kids from a young age is indisputable. The language stimulation they receive when they talk with parents is one fac-

tor. The language of first born is generally more extensive and richer than their siblings who spend less time in one-

on-one situations with a parent. But engagement in conversation with parents benefits kids in a far broader sense. 

It is trite to say that kids learn a great deal from their parents but, in fact they do when we talk with them.  

In many ways it is through conversations that kids get a real sense of us and who we are. It is by talking with kids 

that we impart some of our knowledge, ideas, wisdom and thoughts as well as how we get a window into their 

worlds and how they think.  

Getting conversations going with kids can be a massive challenge. Busy schedules, homes designed for individual 

enjoyment rather than group living, and kids that clam up are some of the blockers to conversation that parents 

meet. So you may need to be a little cunning, a little proactive and a little inventive to get some chat going at 

home.  

Here are five ideas to help you get more conversation going in your family:  

1. Turn off the TV (and other screens). Most homes have a range of electronic screens that you compete with to 

get their at-tention. Don’t be afraid to take control of those screens and create a little conversational space. Start 

with a screen-free day each week or screen-free hour each day if you are a home full of screen junkies.  

2. Turn on the TV (and other screens). If you can’t beat them, join them. Some television programs provide great 

conversation-al fodder particularly for older children and teens. This can range from “who’s going to win Australian 

Idol?”, “what happens to the winners of Australian Idol?” to “what is the point of Australian Idol?”  

3. Have more mealtimes (with the TV off). The family that eats together talks together…or they should. I have a 

theory that families with a strong food culture (i.e. they love food and value the whole eating experience) have 

strong bonds. So make mealtimes special and insist that kids sit until everyone finishes rather than they eat all their 

peas. Avoid turning mealtimes into food fights that you can’t win.  

4. Move more. If sitting and chatting is not your child’s thing then try getting them up and moving. Boys will often 

talk when they walk or play so consider getting some action happening. When their hands are busy the tongues will 

often loosen up.  

5. Try shoulder-to-shoulder parenting. Sitting together in a car, washing dishes and playing a game can provide 

opportunities for talk. Take the eye contact out of the equation and you may find the talk just flows with some kids.  

Every family has their own way of getting the talk happening. Figure out what works for you and make sure it hap-

pens. It seems to me that the best communication in families happens when no one is working at it BUT in busy 

modern families you do need to work at communication. That is the way of it. You have to work hard at family.  

https://nap.edu.au


 



DROP OFF and PICK UP COURTESY 
Sadly we continue to get reports of inappropriate, unsafe and disrespectful 
behaviour by a small group of  parents when dropping their child/ren off and 
picking them up at the end of the school day.  

 

We again ask parents to be mindful of other drivers  and our neighbours dur-
ing these busy times. By following the road rules and being respectful of oth-
ers we are not only  modelling the behaviours we encourage in our stu-
dents,  we are helping to keep them safe. Regular police patrols in streets in-
cluding Irvine Close and Kereford Place have been requested to address is-
sues including double parking, blocking of streets and parking illegally.  

Please help us keep our community safe by doing the right thing.  

 

GUITAR LESSONS 
A B Sound (formerly Christine’s Music School) is a long-established music 
school offering guitar and vocal instruction, using tried and tested methods to 
A.M.E.B. standards.  If you want to play for enjoyment and entertaining, you 
can be encouraged to realize your musical dreams. We are now offering Elec-
tric Guitar lessons! 

 

Group lessons will be conducted during school hours and are $20 per lesson for 
guitar and $20 per lesson for singing.  Lessons are conducted with the assis-
tance of the School program.  Groups are restricted to a maximum of 4 students 
to allow better instruction.  Fees are invoiced at the start of term and are paya-
ble in advance.     

 

Enquiries can be made to the Primary School through the school office or direct to Alex at  A B Sound on 0427 260 
992 or alex.bryce92@hotmail.com. 

 

ATTENTION NEW FAMILIES CSEF 

FUNDED SUPPORT!! 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover  the 

costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities. If you have a valid means-

tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health 

Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you 

may be eligible. There is also a special consideration category for asylum seeker 

and refugee families.  

Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students and $225 for eligible secondary 

school students [remove primary/secondary as necessary]. Payments are made direct to the school to use 

towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 

If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this 

year, unless there has been a change in your family circumstances. If you would like to apply for the first 

time, please contact the school office on [insert school phone number] and ask for an application form.  

You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on the Department 

of Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page. Check with the school office if 

you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the school office as soon as possible. 

mailto:alex.bryce92@hotmail.com
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx#link22






    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   








