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GENERAL INFORMATION  
Administration Staf Principal:     Mr Glenn McConnell 

Assistant Principal:     Ms Andrea Markham      
School Office:    Mrs Vanessa Leetch 
      Ms Deb Wight 
      Mrs Andrea Moiler 
 
2021 Term Dates 

Term 1 Start: Wednesday January 27th (Teachers return)  End: Thursday April 1st   
     Thursday January 28th (Students begin) 
Term 2 Start: Monday April 19th     End: Friday June 25th 
Term 3 Start: Monday July 12th     End: Friday September 17th  
Term 4 Start: Monday October 4th    End: Friday December 17th  

 
Getting To Know Your Child 
To inform our planning for 2021 we like to meet our future students so we can get to know them a little. To 
achieve this we would like to meet with a parent and their child early in term 4 (COVID restrictions permitting) to  
complete a short pre-school assessment. This assessment along with a quick chat will take about 15 minutes to 
complete.  Dates and times will be sent out at the beginning of term 4.  
 
2021 Curriculum Days 
Schools hold four curriculum days throughout the school year. On these four days teachers are involved in 
professional learning activities focussed on building their knowledge and skills related to school improvement 
initiatives.  Dates will be provided at our Prep Information Evening to be held during November 2020.  Extend will 
be offering an Out of School Hours care program on these days.  
 

Term 1 Activities 
The following key activities are generally scheduled for term 1, with dates confirmed at the beginning of each 
year:  

● Meet The Teacher Conferences  (Bookings via Compass early 2021) 
● February: Prep – Year 2 Athletics (Parents welcome) 
● March: Prep – Year 2 Cross Country  (Parents welcome) 

 
School Hours 

Playground Supervision   from 8:40 am 
Classes Commence   8.55 am  
Morning Recess    11:00 am to 11:30 am 
Lunch Eating Time in Classrooms 1:15 pm to 1:30 pm 
Lunch Recess    1:30 pm to 2:15 pm 
Dismissal      3.15 pm 
Playground Supervision   until 3:30 pm  

 

Office Hours: Normal school office hours are from 8.30 am to 4.30 p.m.   

 
PREP SCHEDULE FOR FIRST MONTH OF TERM ONE 2021 

Thursday 28th January Preps commence at Allocated Start Time Slot  to 1:00pm 

Friday 29th January 8:55am to 1:00pm 

Monday 1st    - Friday 5th February 8.55am – 3.15pm daily 
NO SCHOOL WEDNESDAY 

Monday 8th – Friday 12th February 8.55am – 3.15pm daily 
NO SCHOOL WEDNESDAY 

Monday 15th February – Friday 19st  February 8.55am – 3.15pm daily 
NO SCHOOL WEDNESDAY 

Monday 22nd  February – Friday 26th February 8.55am – 3.15pm daily 
NO SCHOOL WEDNESDAY 

Monday 1st  March onwards 8:55am – 3:15pm Full time every day 
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Uniform : School uniforms are supplied by Primary School Wear (PSW). Purchases can be made either online or at 

their Sunbury store: 

 
 
 
 

  Kismet Kitchen: Hours of Opening: Tuesday-Friday each week from 9.00 am -2.00 pm. Lunch Orders are placed in the 

classroom basket  and sent to the Kismet Kitchen by 9.30 am. Snacks may be purchased from Kismet Kitchen at recess 
and lunch play.  By downloading the Qkr app you can purchase lunch orders online (more information page 8). Online 
orders must be placed prior to 8:40am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ORDER CANTEEN LUNCHES using Qkr!  

 
The Qkr! app is available for families of students at Kismet Park Primary. Qkr! by MasterCard can be 
downloaded free from Apple’s app store for iPhones (iPads should download the iPhone app) or from 
Google Play for Android phones and tablets. After downloading the app and registering, simply scan 
the QR code on the left using the Qkr! Code scanner or type KISPPS after tapping the magnifying glass 
in the top right of the home screen of Qkr!, and then the app will always recognise you as part of 
Kismet Park Primary in future to make ordering and paying for lunch orders even easier., NB: If you do 
not wish to order and pay for lunch orders via QKR!, you can still order in the traditional way via cash 
to the canteen.    
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ABOUT OUR SCHOOL 

Kismet Park Primary School strives to create a highly engaging learning environment where there is focussed teaching in 
Literacy and Numeracy.  We offer a broad curriculum that supports and develops student’s emotional, physical, social, 
cultural and academic needs. Students are encouraged to accept challenges in their learning through a positive, caring, 
and stimulating environment in which curiosity and creativity are fostered. A comprehensive Performing Arts program 
nurtures student skills and interests in Dance, Drama and Music while our Physical Education program encourages an 
active, healthy lifestyle through involvement in a wide range of physical activities. Our Japanese language program 
develops an understanding of how languages work while teaching students about other peoples and inspiring interest in 
and respect for other cultures.  

 
The right of all members of our community to learn is respected.  We build positive relationships through a Restorative 
Approach that aims to create a calm environment where issues are dealt with in a reflective, emotionally intelligent and 
relaxed manner. We acknowledge one another’s strengths and talents, taking time to listen and communicate with each 
other in a respectful and open manner.  
 
Facilities consist of flexible learning spaces that include classrooms clustered around internal learning galleries, a full sized 
gymnasium and a Performing Arts space. Our playgrounds include passive and active areas that encourage social 
interaction.  ‘Buddy Benches’ foster friendship and spread the message of inclusion and kindness. 
 
Information Communication Technology (ICT) is integral to all areas of the curriculum. ICT tools offer a variety of virtual 
learning experiences, assessment tools and online resources for teaching and learning. A 1:1 iPad program operates in 
Years 5 and 6. Sets of Netbooks are available to students in Years 3 and 4 while sets of ten iPads in Prep to Year 2 classes 
allow students to develop digital skills, literacy and knowledge beyond the normal reach of the classroom.   

 

We value the strong sense of community that exists between staff, students and their families. A dedicated School Council 
and Parent Teachers Association work enthusiastically in support of school programs and to provide opportunities for our 
community to come together.   

 
Vision 
Our school’s vision is to provide a comprehensive program that supports and develops each student’s academic, 
emotional, physical, social and cultural needs in a positive, calm and supportive environment. Students are empowered 
to take ownership of their learning through actively monitoring their own improvement. We work to establish strong home 
– school connections.  
 

We prioritise developing skills and building capacity in Literacy and Numeracy in order to ensure that each child has every 
opportunity to achieve their greatest potential.  We aim to stimulate curiosity about the world around, using technology 
to bring education to life with an engaging and interactive curriculum. Sitting at the centre of our work, we believe in high 
expectations in all students. 
 

We aim to “Build the Foundations for Success and Happiness” so our students can be responsible, informed citizens who 
make a positive contribution to our society.   

 

Values:  
Be Respectful: In class, the playground and in the community we teach students the concept of ‘Being Respectful’ At all 
times students are encouraged and taught to listen to the teacher, encourage their peers and use their manners.  
 
Be Safe: In class, the playground and in the community we a teach students the concept of ‘Being Safe’. At all times 
students are encouraged to be careful out on the playground, show care within the classroom or gallery areas and move 
in an appropriate way. Students may also show or assist others in being safe.  
 
Be Responsible: In class, the playground and in the community we teach students the concept of ‘Being Responsible’.  At 
all times students are encouraged and taught to be accountable for their actions and to think about how their actions 
affect others. Students are encouraged to take care of their environment and be kind to each other. We aim to support 
students so that they can make good choices independently and take responsibility for their actions.  
 
Be a Learner: In class, the playground and in the community we a teach students to ‘Be Learners’. At all times students 
are encouraged to strive for personal excellence in all areas of the curriculum.  
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Continuing the Learning Journey at School  
As a parent you have been your child’s first teacher. You have already helped your child learn many things, such as 
crawling, walking and talking, teaching as necessary. When we watch children learn to walk it is obvious that some 
children learn to walk earlier and some children later. Yet all reach that milestone. Similarly, at school, students progress 
uniquely. Some students will learn some things quickly, while other students may need more time. In the classroom we 
foster a safe and happy environment where your child will be valued, praised and encouraged to take risks or ‘have-a-go’.  
 
The Prep class is where students can continue on from their learning at home, Pre School or child care centre. The Prep 
year is designed to provide the foundation that each student needs for later success in schooling.  Our Prep classrooms 
are friendly, interesting places where students learn through investigation and play, about themselves and other people 
and their world.  The Prep class program is planned to cater for each student’s interests and needs. It aims to foster the 
development of certain abilities, attitudes and skills, which will assist in his/her educational development.  
 

Prep Milestones 
Students in Prep will be involved in:  
● indoor and outdoor play  
● focused learning opportunities  
● routines and transitions  
● literacy activities  
● numeracy activities  
● music and games        
● using iPads and computers  
● art & craft activities 
● learning a Language Other Than English (JAPANESE)  
● Performing Arts, Visual Arts  & Physical Education 
● establishing personal learning goals 

 
The learning experiences in the Prep Year will help students to  
● take on responsibilities  
● become more independent  
● respect other people  
● co-operate with others  
● make sensible choices about health and safety  
● develop their physical skills  
● learn about their environment  
● develop their oral and written language skills 
● develop early mathematical understandings  
● learn how to be thinkers and problem solvers  
● use their imagination and creativity  
● develop their early literacy understandings  
● develop a LOVE FOR LEARNING  

 
At the end of each school day, talk to your child about what they have done during their day.  Enquire about a piece of 
work they have brought home or ask what the most interesting part of the day was. Even though the answer may be 
“nothing” 90% of the time, it is important that the child knows that you are interested in what they’re doing and learning 
at school.       
 
This booklet provides information about your child’s first year at school, the programs that we offer your child and ways 
that you can support your child’s learning. 
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GET SET FOR PREP!  A POSITIVE START TO SCHOOL   
At Kismet Park Primary School we strive to ensure a smooth, positive transition from Kindergarten to Primary School. Our 
Kinder – Prep Transition which we call ‘Get Set for Prep!’ commenced with Orientation sessions in November/December 
2019 and continues through the first four weeks of school in 2020. Please note that the key dates for our program can be 
found on the General Information page.  
 

Preparing Your Child for School 
Starting school can be an exciting as well as an anxious time for both children and parents alike. We encourage parents 
to take the time to talk to their children about starting school. Your feelings and outlook about starting school will greatly 
influence how your child enters school and reacts to the new surroundings.  Talk to your child about school and share in 
their excitement.  
 
Your child will find the transition to school easier if they have already started to learn: 
● Being able to say his or her full name and address 
● Being able to recognise  letters of the alphabet and numbers 
● Being able to recognise  environmental print (eg Big W) 
● Being familiar with how to find his or her way to and from school 
● Being able to put things away after use 
● Being able to recognise his or her OWN NAMED belongings 
● Being accustomed to using a tissue or handkerchief properly and knowing the importance of covering the mouth 

when coughing or sneezing 
● Being accustomed to taking off his or her coat. 

 
NOTE:  Remember we only said "started to learn" these skills.  Do not make it a burden if for some reason your child 
cannot yet do some of the above skills.  
 
Some activities to consider in preparation for starting school include: 
● Showing your child where their new school is and talk about how you will get there each day  
● Visiting a public toilet to familiarise your child with the differences to that of a home toilet. Practise using the door 

locks, washing hands, adjusting clothing, flushing the toilet and explain that there is a girl’s toilet and boy’s toilet at 
school. Teach boys how to use the urinal if they don’t already know  

● Organising play dates with other children who will also be attending the school. It can be helpful if your child knows 
someone else who is attending Kismet Park Primary School in 2020  

● Practising actions your child will need to do in readiness for school (eg. putting belongings into their school bag and 
remembering to take a hat, opening their lunch box and other tricky packaging, removing and putting on their 
jumper, hat and school shoes)  

● Confirm your before-school, after-school and vacation care arrangements 
● Labelling your child’s belongings/clothes. Add a novelty key ring or tie to your child’s school bag for easy recognition 
● Establish a sleep routine. You may find your child needs more sleep when they start school. 

 
Parents should always make the teacher aware of any further information to ensure a smooth transition into school for 
your child including: 
1. Any problems with eyesight, hearing and speech 
2. Updates on medical conditions, needs and allergies 
3. If your child is asthmatic / anaphylactic  
4. Any worries your child may have about school 
5. Any family matters that may affect their transition 
6. Changes in address, contact phone numbers, arrangements for collecting your child. 

 
Personal Hygiene 
Going to the toilet at school often causes problems e.g. asking permission, unfamiliar toilet etc. Accidents sometimes 
occur and it is helpful if you visit the toilet with your child either on your pre-school visit, or on the first day to 
familiarise him or her with it. Preps use the toilets linked to their building. Any child, even the most confident, can have 
a mishap at school and therefore a change of clothes, particularly underpants and socks in your child’s school bag would 
be greatly appreciated. 
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What should your child bring to school?  
● Lunch Box - containing snack, fruit and lunch 
● Water Bottle  - no glass containers please 
● School Bag - for transporting library books and other belongings (Add a novelty key ring for easy recognition) 
● Chair bag    - for their personal belongings in the classroom 
● School Hat  - a school hat must be worn outside from September 1st  to April 30th  
● Art Smock  - for messy activities such as Art  in the classroom 
● Library Bag - to carry Library books to and from home 
● Blue Communications Bag - where newsletters, notices, home reading are placed for safe- keeping 
● Change of Clothing in a plastic bag - in case of a little toileting accident or mishap 

 
NB. Students tend to take off items of clothing and leave them in the wrong places.  It is most important therefore that 
every article of clothing, shoes & personal belongings are clearly labelled with your child's name so that it can be returned 
if found.   
 
What shouldn’t your child bring to school? 
Valuables, large sums of money, expensive jewellery, toys and personal belongings or favourite toys and books that will 
cause great distress if they are accidently damaged or mislaid. 
 
Lunch and Snacks! 
Snacks should be provided each day whether your child has a homemade lunch or Kismet Kitchen order.  It is preferable 
that Preps do not have Kismet Kitchen lunches until they attend school full time, as they eat at different times to the rest 
of the school. Students will be given time to eat their snacks and lunches. Where food is left uneaten, it will be sent home. 
All students eat lunch in the classroom under the teacher’s supervision; it will help if your child is confident in unwrapping 
and opening containers. It also helps if you pack fruit or snacks separately for play lunch. Use plastic or disposable 
containers for drinks and provide smaller lunches in the early days.  
 

 

The First Day of School 
On this day only, the students will be welcomed in small groups at staggered start times, allowing the class teacher to 
welcome each student and enable each group to become accustomed to school before the next group of students arrive. 
You will receive a time & location arrangement slip prior to your child’s first day. 
  
NB. Please remember to provide a snack and lunch each day and 
apply sunscreen to your child each morning when appropriate to do 
so.  
 
Your child's teacher will be busy settling the Preps in on this first 
morning so you can greatly assist by:  
● Arriving at your assigned time, finding your child's name tag 

(usually close to the door) 
● Helping your child to locate the locker for their bag.  Assist them 

to remove their play lunch, library bag, chair bag and art smock. 
● Finding your child's tub and place these articles in it. 
● Introduce yourself to the teacher. Your child's teacher will want to know who will be calling for your child at dismissal 

time. 
● Taking your child around their classroom to view and talk about the choice of activities set out by the teacher.  If you 

wish, stay a while to feel confident that your child has settled in or is being assured by the teacher and you’ve taken 
that all important photo opportunity. 

● When your child is settled, slip away quietly.  Please try to make the separation as calm and positive as possible. Re-
assure your child that you or your nominated adult will be there at dismissal time to pick them up. It is very important 
that you or your nominated adult is punctual for greeting your Prep child at dismissal time. Little ones become very 
worried if no one is there at the expected time to greet them with a familiar smile and welcoming arms. 

● At the end of the day, talk to your child about the highlights at school. However if your child is reluctant to divulge 
anything try not to be overly concerned but rather speak to your class teacher or choose a time at home (eg. a family 
chat at the dinner table) when your child is more receptive to having a talk about school life. 
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The First Weeks of School 
The first month of school plays an important role in supporting a positive transition into the classroom environment. We 
provide a modified timetable for the first two days of Term 1 to ensure a positive start to school life and to reduce the 
likelihood of feeling overwhelmed or excessively fatigued. 
 
During February students do not attend school on Wednesdays, however they do attend school full time on all other days 
of the week. Each Wednesday teachers will assess the students using the Prep Entry assessment (as outlined below). 
 
Please see page 2 for the Prep Schedule during the first month of school in 2020. 
 

 
  
Prep Entry Assessment  
All Victorian Primary Schools are required to assess students on entry to Prep. Parents will be notified in advance of their 
child’s assessment time. The session will either be assigned for an afternoon when Prep students finish at 1:00pm or on 
one of the Prep Free Wednesdays prior to commencing their full time school program. Students will spend 1 hour   in the 
classroom with the teacher completing the Online English Prep Assessment and the Numeracy Online Interview. 
Information gathered during these assessments will be used to gain an understanding of each child’s stage of 
development in Literacy and Numeracy and allow the teacher to begin planning an inclusive curriculum.  

 
Primary School Nursing Program 
The Primary School Nursing Program is a service offered by the Department of Education and Training to all children 
attending primary schools. The aim of the program is to provide all Victorian students the opportunity to have a health 
assessment in their first year of primary school. You will be given the School Entrant Health Questionnaire to complete 
sometime during the first year.  
 
You will be asked to provide information about your child’s health history and any concerns you may have about your 
child’s health. With your consent this information will assist the nurse to undertake a health assessment of your Prep 
child and to provide you with follow-up information and advice if needed. 
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STUDENT WELLBEING 
At Kismet Park Primary School we have long recognised the importance of healthy minds for students to accept the daily 
social and learning challenges in a positive and constructive manner. This is demonstrated through our commitment to 
the You Can Do It! Program, Better Buddies (Alannah & Madeleine Foundation) School Wide Positive Behaviours Support 
(SWPBS) and Cyber Safety along with a comprehensive Social Skills program, newsletter articles and access to health 
professionals.   

 
To further enhance Student Engagement & Wellbeing, Kismet Park PS strives to: 

● Build a Positive school community – positive & respectful relationships; a sense of belonging 
● Cater for the Social and emotional learning of students – to manage feelings & getting along with others 
● Work closely with parents and carers – by providing useful parenting information & resources 
● Help children with mental health difficulties – to respond to needs through access to local health services. 

As families are the biggest influence on children’s mental health, parents and other trusted adults play an important role 
in a school. Therefore Kismet Park aims to actively engage staff, parents and the wider school community in having a 
shared understanding of the needs and development of children along with an awareness of the available resources and 
programs on offer. 
 
School Wide Positive Behaviours 
In 2018 Kismet Park Primary School launched School Wide Positive Behaviours (SWPBS). This is a whole school approach 
which aims to create an environment which encourages effective learning through the development of a positive, calm 
and welcoming atmosphere. We encourage positive feedback to students often and endeavour to teach students how to 
behave appropriately. We recognise that learning social skills and socially acceptable behaviours is a process, which 
everybody moves through at a different pace. Learning appropriate social skills is seen in the same light as learning how 
to read or complete maths. Some people need more assistance in some areas and less in others. 
 
As part of our School Wide Positive Behaviour Program, a Responsible Thinking Room (RTR) was introduced to respond to 
inappropriate behaviour and to promote high expectations.  RTR is consistent with our current philosophy of restorative 
practice which asserts that nothing worthwhile can be achieved outside the concept of respectful, quality relationships 
and reflective processes 
 
It’s Your Choice - Banner 
Our choice ladder called “It’s Your Choice”,  works to compliment our rewards system in line with our school values stating 
we are respectful, we are responsible, we are safe, we are learners.  They are visible in all learning spaces across the school 
to promote our school values.  
 
We are continuing to review and refine our practices for school wide positive behaviour to demonstrate our ongoing 
commitment as a whole staff to our students, our values and our school motto of “Building the Foundations of Success 
and Happiness” 
 
The students all begin the day on the Green Section-Ready to Learn. They then progress up or down the ladder accordingly. 
If a student is moved to the Grey Section-Time to Leave, it will be recorded on our internal management system Compass 
and students issued with a slip to attend the Responsible Thinking Room. Incidents from Yard Duty are also be recorded 
on Compass and students given a slip for RTR.  
 

A Healthy Head Start 
During the first few mornings of school the classrooms will be set up similar to a Pre School program with various fine 
motor activities such as threading, drawing, play dough and jigsaw puzzles. This helps children transition smoothly and 
confidently into our school. The students will go to the toilet together as a whole class, where correct procedures and 
hygiene routines will be covered with their teacher. The students will undertake school tours to become familiar with 
their playing areas, boundaries and key locations such as the office, library, Kismet Kitchen and first aid room.  School 
rules and playground safety will be explicitly taught. Topics such as Stranger Danger and Fire Safety are also covered 
during the first few weeks. The Prep students will play outside at a different time to the rest of the school initially to give 
them a chance to develop confidence in utilising their new outside environment.  

 

You Can Do It! 
Kismet Park Primary School is a You Can Do It! school. The You Can Do It! program encourages the development of 
student’s Confidence, Persistence and  Resilience  as well as developing the skills of Organisation and Getting Along with 
others. These personal attributes and skills play an important role in students achieving their academic, emotional and 
interpersonal potential.   
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Better Buddies  
Buddy systems teach, and give children the opportunity to practise the important values of respect, care, valuing 
difference, responsibility, friendship and including others.  Through looking after and caring for smaller, vulnerable 
children who are just starting school, older children learn the skills associated with empathy and compassion through 
activities in the classroom and in the playground.  Teaching pro-social values and skills can also contribute to the 
development of resilience, a protective factor for children if they experience hardship or loss. 
 
Better Buddies enables younger children to feel safe and cared for while older children feel valued and respected. The 
Better Buddies Framework: 

● assists with student transition to primary school  
● develops positive cross-age relationships   
● provides opportunities for peer tutoring   
● contributes to a positive and caring school culture   
● contributes to more positive behaviour by providing positive role models   
● develops pro-social values and skills  
● involves parents   
● develops responsibility   
● builds self confidence   
● develops empathy   
● promotes inclusion   
● encourages respect 

Further information about the program can be found at:   www.betterbuddies.org.au.  

 
eSmart  
Kismet Park is a registered eSmart school where the smart, safe and responsible use of 
information and communications technology is actively promoted. Students, teachers and the 
wider school community are equipped to embrace the best these technologies can offer, while 
being savvy about the pitfalls. 

 
LEARNING AT SCHOOL 
At Kismet Park Primary School we aim to provide a stimulating learning environment where your child will be challenged 
and supported. Our teachers aim to create a safe and happy place in which students are valued, praised and encouraged 
to ‘have a go’. Your child will sometimes work with the whole class and at other times be grouped for instructional sessions 
with students who have similar learning styles, needs and knowledge. As your child develops, they will learn to work 
independently and collaboratively in small groups. 

 
 

English. The English curriculum consists of three key areas, Reading and Viewing, Writing and 
Speaking and Listening.  
 
Reading and viewing  
By the end of the Foundation level, students:  
 

 use predicting and questioning strategies to make meaning from texts 

 recall one or two events from texts with familiar topics 

 understand that there are different types of texts and that these can have similar characteristics 

 identify connections between texts and their personal experience 

 read short predictable texts with familiar vocabulary and supportive images, drawing on their developing 
knowledge of concepts about print and sound and letters 

 identify the letters of the English alphabet and use the sounds represented by most letters 
 
 
 
Writing:  
By the end of the Foundation level, students:  

 use familiar words and phrases and images to convey ideas 

 writing shows evidence of letter and sound knowledge, beginning writing behaviours and experimentation 
with capital letters and full stops 

 correctly form all upper- and lower-case letters 
 
 
 
 

http://www.betterbuddies.org.au/
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Speaking and Listening:  
By the end of Foundation students: 

 

 listen to and use appropriate interaction skills to respond to others in a familiar environment. They  

 can identify rhyme, letter patterns and sounds in words  

 understand that their texts can reflect their own experiences 

 identify and describe likes and dislikes about familiar texts, objects, characters and events. In informal group and 
whole-class settings, students communicate clearly 

 retell events and experiences with peers and known adults 

 identify and use rhyme, letter patterns and sounds in words. 
 

Mathematics. The mathematics curriculum consists of three key areas, Number and Algebra, 
Measurement and Geometry and Statistics and Probability 
 
Number and Algebra 
By the end of the Foundation level, students:  
 connect number names and numerals with sets of up to 20 elements, estimate the size of these sets, and use 

counting strategies to solve problems that involve comparing, combining and separating these sets 

 match individual objects with counting sequences up to and back from 20 

 order the first 10 elements of a set 

 
        Measurement and Geometry 

By the end of the Foundation level, students:  
 identify measurement attributes in practical situations and compare lengths, 

masses and capacities of familiar objects 

 order events, explain their duration, and match days of the week to familiar 
events 

 identify simple shapes in their environment and sort shapes by their common 
and distinctive features 

 use simple statements and gestures to describe location 

  
Statistics and Probability 
By the end of the Foundation level, students:  
 sort familiar categorical data into sets and use these to answer yes/no 

questions 

 make simple true/false statements about the data 
 

 
 
Health and Physical Education 
As we have a very active program students must wear appropriate footwear and clothing 
on the day of their PE class.  Girls should bring along either tracksuit pants or sports briefs 
to put on if dresses are worn to ensure they can fully participate. Students are expected to carry a drink bottle filled with 
water to all physical education activities. 
 
 

Visual Arts  
As our students gain experiences using a wide range of art and craft materials, they must wear an Art Smock during each 
weekly classroom Art lessons.  The lessons are designed for Preps to explore textures and colours that often involve wet 
activities. Students are also encouraged to share responsibility for cleaning paint brushes, palettes and pots, transferring 
artwork from tables to drying racks and washing their hands at the water trough in the Art room. Hence an art smock will 
help to protect uniforms and avoid messy accidents. 
 
Performing Arts 
Our Preps receive weekly lessons where they will develop 
musicality through rhyme, song, dance and movement as well 
as explore and use a variety of percussion instruments to 
accompany different pieces of music to develop a sense of 
rhythm. Much of the learning will incorporate storytelling and 
creativity. Every second year the entire school participates in 
our Whole School Production. In 2020 our Whole School 
Production will be held over 4 days (7th, 8th, 9th and 10th 
September) with matinees and evening performances on each day.  
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Japanese 
At Kismet Park the Japanese language & culture is promoted through our Specialist LOTE program (Languages Other Than 
English).  LOTE - 
● develops an understanding of how languages work which leads to improved literacy 

skills, including English literacy.  
● helps students develop critical thinking, analysis and problem solving skills 
● teaches students about other peoples, their ideas and ways of thinking 
● inspires interest in and respect for other culture 
In addition to our specialist Japanese teacher a number of staff have Japanese language skills. 
The Japanese language is easy to learn because it is a phonetic language. All of the sounds can 
be written with forty-six symbols called hiragana.  
 

We have hosted Japanese students through a Homestay program. While homestay provided 
our visitors with an excellent opportunity to improve their English and learn more about 
Australian culture, our host families also had the opportunity to develop their language skills, 
social skills and intercultural understanding.  
 
Interpersonal Development 
Children develop their interpersonal skills as they interact with other students, teachers and other adults.  
Emphasis is placed upon: 
 •  developing friendships 
 •  learning to share and take turns 
 •  identifying the qualities of a friend 
 •  respecting the rights and feelings of others. 

 
Inquiry Learning 
To promote curiosity and inquiry Preps participate in sessions that introduce them to the areas of Science, Geography, 
History, Economics, Design and Technology. Through hands-on, collaborative problem-solving activities, Prep students 
are supported to develop the following skills:  
• Oral language (expressive & receptive) 
• Hypothesising, experimenting, designing, creating & evaluating 
• Fine motor (eg. Cutting, tracing, constructing) 
• Questioning and presenting to an audience 
 

The goal at Kismet Park is to develop a thinking culture which encourages children to become autonomous life-long 
learners. Thinking skills empower the learner with strategies to engage in analytical, creative and critical thinking and to 
apply these skills in everyday life. Engagement, depth and rigour are essential characteristics of a curriculum that will 
motivate and interest students. This means challenging, meaningful and relevant activities that make the classroom an 
active centre of learning (Ralph Pirozzo, 2007). 
 

Information Communication Technology (ICT) 
At Kismet Park Primary School we understand that technology forms a vital part of a high quality, fully rounded education 
in the 21st century. Young people are now using mobile technology to assist them in life and learning. We believe students 
must be able to access digital information, tools and resources from anywhere, any time and in ways that lead to a deeper 
engagement and understanding of their learning across the curriculum.  
 

Access to ICT through our 1:1 iPad program at Years 5 & 6, iPads at Years Prep to 2 and shared sets of notebooks at Years 
3 &4 supports students in acquiring digital literacy skills and capitalises on the power of ICT to support student learning, 
share, collaborate and communicate in and beyond the classroom. We want our students to strive for excellence through 
a personalised learning program that integrates the curriculum and fully exploits the use of Information and 
Communication Technology (ICT). 
 

Through the Victorian Curriculum Digital Technologies curriculum aims to ensure that students can: 
● design, create, manage and evaluate sustainable and innovative digital solutions to meet and redefine current and 

future needs 
 

● use computational thinking and the key concepts of abstraction; data collection, representation and interpretation; 
specification, algorithms and development to create digital solutions 

 
● apply systems thinking to monitor, analyse, predict and shape the interactions within and between information 

systems and the impact of these systems on individuals, societies, economies and environments 
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● confidently use digital systems to efficiently and effectively automate the transformation of data into information 
and to creatively communicate ideas in a range of settings 

 
● apply protocols and legal practices that support safe, ethical and respectful communications and collaboration with 

known and unknown audiences. 
 

‘Igniting Curiosity’ focuses on nurturing our students’ thinking skills while engaging them through a variety of learning 
styles.  

 

LEARNING AT HOME 
Reading 
Our Home Shared Reading program will begin mid Term One. This gives the students 
time to settle into the school environment, become familiar with books in the 
classroom and begin to develop a love of books and reading. Students will be taught 
the correct way to hold a book, how to correctly point to words as they ‘read’ and 
identify components of a book such as the front cover, title, title page, print and 
illustrations. During Term One parents who are interested in assisting with our home 
reading program by reading with the students each morning will participate in a 
Parent Education Induction Program, allowing them to help in the classroom.  
 
In the mean time we encourage you to continue to read with your child books from home or from the local library.  
 

How to Help Your Child with Reading  
● PAUSE before responding as it is important to give your children time to try to work out the word independently. 
● PROMPT by encouraging your child to look at the pictures and ask: What word would make sense? What would 

sound right?  What does the word start with? (when they know their letters).  If the word makes sense allow the 
child to continue and correct them later so not to lose the flow of language. If the word doesn’t make sense 
encourage your child to have another try and/or tell your child to avoid frustration. 

● PRAISE and encouragement for their efforts at all times is extremely important for building confidence and self 
esteem. 

  

How to Help Your Child with Writing 
● PRAISE all attempts at writing and spelling. Talk about what your child has written. Have your child point to the 

writing and talk about the message it carries  
● PROVIDE a range of materials to encourage writing, drawing, and publishing eg: pencils, markers, paper, scissors, 

paste and old magazines  
● WRITE together. Make your own shopping list and encourage your child to make their’s too. 
● DEMONSTRATE how to write by explaining what you do, eg: I start my writing on this side of the page. I’m making 

gaps between the words  
● IDENTIFY letters and words around you. Play with letters of the alphabet; find letters and words in magazines that 

are significant eg: that letter is in your name  
● LOOK for your child's work in class books that are brought home to share.  

 

How to Help Your Child with Mathematics 
● ENCOURAGE your child to estimate and count collections of objects, eg: toys, people, and rocks 
● COLLECT a variety of objects to sort into groups eg: find all the brown buttons. Put the big ones over here  
● PRACTICE counting forwards and backwards. Start at different numbers  
● TALK about measuring using everyday things. How many cups of cereal in my bowl?   Have we got enough plates 

for everybody?  
● FIND the biggest potato. Is the onion as heavy as the carrot?  
● NAME the days of the week. We go to Kinder on Mondays and Wednesdays  
● SHOW your child a calendar and talk about when we celebrate festivals and birthdays  
● DISCUSS the events of the day. After breakfast we will …. When the big hand on the clock points to the 12 “The 

Wiggles” is on T.V. etc   
● BUILD shapes and objects – simple jigsaws, towers and patterns with shaped blocks.  
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HOME SCHOOL PARTNERSHIPS 
Parent Helpers 
Parent involvement is encouraged and valued at Kismet Park Primary School.  There are lots of different ways parents 
can assist or be involved, such as –  
● Helping in the classroom with reading, spelling or mathematics 
● Assisting on excursions and camps  
● Making classroom resources  
● Being a parent representative on School Council, Parent Teacher Association (PTA) or Sub-Committees  
● Assisting with community events/fund raising/stalls 
● Assist with food preparation and sales at the Kismet Kitchen (Canteen) 
● Assisting with the maintenance of our gardens  
● Sharing expertise as a Special Presenter. 

  

 

Parents in the Prep Classrooms 
As parents, you play a vital role in the education of your child and 
therefore, we welcome you to become involved in your child’s 
classroom. Prior to assisting in the classroom you will have the 
opportunity to attend our Parent Education Induction session.   
 
You can help by:  
● Assisting in the classroom  
● Assisting with gross and fine motor skill activities 
● Sharing Reading Times and hearing students read take home 

books 
● Collating the school newsletters and notices 
● Supporting and encouraging all students to develop a positive 

feeling about themselves 
● Sharing hobbies, interests, ideas and any special expertise e.g. playing a musical instrument, pottery, gardening, 

cooking  
● Supplying junk materials such as cardboard boxes, paper, silver and gold foil, computer paper, string/lace/ribbon, 

buttons/ beads/ sequins, softwood, lids/corks, plastic bottles, squirty bottles, old appliances.  
 

Working with Children Checks 
Kismet Park Primary School is an open, friendly and inclusive Learning Community that actively promotes opportunities 
for students, parents, teachers and the wider community, both individually and collectively to develop their skills and 
understandings on the journey of learning. Parental and community involvement is strongly encouraged at all levels of 
the school. School Council requires all volunteers involved in child related work to have a Working with Children Check. 
Apply online at www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au 
 

Out of School Hours Care  
Out of School Hours Care is available through Extend with morning sessions commencing at 6:30am 
and afternoon sessions concluding at 6:30pm. Programs are also offered during school holidays and 
on curriculum days.    
 

 
 
 

Essential Resources Fees & Voluntary Contributions 
The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development has issued specific guidelines that provide details of 
those materials and services, which are paid for by parents. These include: 

● Student textbooks and print/resource materials in lieu of textbooks 
● Student requisites and stationery 
● Materials for the Visual Arts program 

For the 2020 school year School Council set our Essential Resources at $145.00 per child. Fees for 2021 will be finalised by 
School Council later in the year.  For this fee each student receives a pack of supplies that have been specifically selected 
to support the learning needs of children at particular levels of the school.   In addition to individual book pack supplies 
this fee contributes to:  

● Each classroom requires a wide range of materials and requisites for shared use. These include items such as a 
range of papers, pastes, other writing and drawing implements, and classroom scissors. 

● Materials and requisites that are accessed through our Visual Arts program.  These include glues, tools, clay, 
construction resources, needles, threads and a range of papers/cards and textiles. 

 

http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/
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School Councils are also permitted to request parents to pay a voluntary contribution for any item or purpose.   The school 
also requests a voluntary contribution of $90.00 per family towards the Kismet Building Fund.  This is a Tax Deductible 
voluntary payment and donations are used for classroom and building refurbishments as well as the general maintenance 
of school facilities. Your donation supports the School Council in providing a safe and pleasant learning environment for 
our students.  Contributions are greatly appreciated. 

 
COMMUNICATION 
 
COMPASS 
As part of the school’s efforts to effectively communicate with our community we use the 
‘Kismet Park Primary School Compass app.  

 
Key features of the Compass include: 

- A prompt and efficient way for you to keep up to date. 
- Absentee Note - you can enter an absence for your child directly from your device. 
- No more “Lost” notes in the bottom of a schoolbag.  You will be able to find notes and permission slips on 

the App.   
- You can approve and pay for excursions  
- Book parent-teacher conferences 
- View the school calendar 

To install this free app, just follow the instructions in the Compass App information folder enclosed. 
Log in details will be sent home at the beginning of the year.  

 
Seesaw 
The Seesaw app  supports communication of student learning between the classroom and home. It  gives families an 
immediate window into their child’s school day and makes communication with teachers seamless. Seesaw is used to 
share the information including audio, video and photos of students learning and samples of work with parents. 
 
Seesaw is available for free from the App Store and Google Play. You only need an internet connected device to gain 
access. It is private and secure.  Student parent participation in SeeSaw communication is dependent on permission being 
given through the signing of the Kismet Park Acceptable User agreement. Parents are then invited to create an account 
which allows access to their child’s classroom portal.  
 
 

Parents & Teachers Association  
We have a dedicated team of parents and staff who organise events to raise money for the school and to bring 
our community together to celebrate our common bond.  We welcome anyone who would like to join the PTA.  
Meetings are usually conducted once a month on days/nights determined by the committee.  Our PTA also has 
a FETE committee who run our bi-annual school fete.  Kismet’s Fete is well known in Sunbury and has a long, 
successful history.   
 
 

 
USEFUL LINKS 

● Further information about our school can be found on our website: www.kismetparkps.vic.edu.au 
● We can be contacted at the following email address: kismet.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au   
● The DET website also has useful information about the transition to school: www.education.vic.gov.au/earlylearning  
● Like us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/kismetparkps  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.kismetparkps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:kismet.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/earlylearning
http://www.facebook.com/kismetparkps
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