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Building the Foundations for Success and Happiness 

Thursday 31st October Region Rugby Girls 

Friday 1st November Region Rugby Boys 

Tuesday 5th November Melbourne Cup PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Monday 11th November Remembrance Day Commemoration Service (JSC) 

Thursday 14th November 9:30am—10:30am 2020 Prep  Orientation  

Thursday 21st November 9:30am—10:30am 2020 Prep Orientation  

Thursday 28th November 9:30am—10:30am 2020 Prep Orientation  

Monday 2nd December Grade 3/4 Excursion to Werribee Zoo  

Tuesday 3rd December 7:30-8:30pm 2020 Prep Information Evening 

Wednesday 4th December Book Pack Sales 9:00am—5:30pm 

Thursday 5th December 9:00am—10:30am 2020 Prep Orientation  
Book Pack Sales 9:00am—3:30pm 

Wednesday 18th December Grade 6 Graduation 

Friday 20th December LAST DAY OF TERM 4 Early Finish 2:30pm 

Dear Parents, Staff and Students, 

Today we begin with a HUGE THANKS to all our wonderful PTA along with  the 30 plus volunteers and staff who 

gave their time to plan and supervise our amazing Halloween Disco on Friday night. The students who attended  had 

an great night with their friends  and were still talking about their experiences this week.  

 

While it is nice to see the warmer weather finally arrive, there are a few things to remember at this time of year - 

· Make sure all uniform items are labelled with your name (lost property grows at this time of year, 
as students leave articles around as they get hot running around) 

· Send a water bottle to school so your child can stay hydrated throughout the day 

· Be aware  that as temperatures rise during early spring so do snake sighting and encounters. Be 
mindful of where you are walking! 

· Sunsmart—No Hat No Play! (Make sure you have a wide brimmed hat at school every day) 

 

To assist us with our  forward planning we ask any  families / students who are moving to another area and not re-
turning to  Kismet Park in 2020 to notify the school office as soon as possible. This information is critical in terms of 
class structures and staffing. Thank you for your assistance. 

Teachers have planned for a busy term 4. Curriculum newsletters for each year level have been sent home. If you 
have any questions about what your child is learning please speak to the classroom teacher. Refer to the points in last 
week’s newsletter for talking to your child about their school day.  

Students have been exploring various printing techniques, printing with leaves and stencils, plastic tem-
plates, styrofoam blocks and various other materials to create visual art displays. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Curriculum News 

PLANNING FOR 2020  
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This is an exacting task and teachers spend many hours considering and deciding upon the most appropriate class 
placements for our  students . 

When placing children in new classes a range of factors are con-
sidered based on some simple principles - 

·Gender balance, 

· Academic ability balance, 

· Social behaviour balance, 

· The placement of students with friends is considered, while at 
the same time acknowledging that some students work better  away from some of their friends. 

· At times it is good for students to be challenged to make new friends as it is unrealistic to expect that we will trav-
el through  life with only one set of friends. 

When the teachers meet they consider all that is known about the students, including relative academic and social 
needs and begin to place them in class groups.  Throughout the year teachers observe student interactions both inside 
the classroom and in the playground. These observations assist in identifying those peers who have a positive influ-
ence on students.  Ultimately we want to provide class groupings that lead to the best learning environment  for all 

 
The process includes  input from the    specialist teachers, past teachers and the leadership team who will consider 
the lists and give their feedback. Furthermore, there are   often confidential matters influencing the placement of chil-
dren. These matters cannot be shared and we simply ask that parents trust the school’s decision. 

  

Given the number of children who need to be placed there are oversights occasionally (eg. we may have inadvertent-
ly placed students who are related  together) . If this occurs parents are encouraged to contact us. However as a gen-
eral rule we are unlikely to make changes to class placements. Our experience over many years suggests that chil-
dren’s or parents’ concerns are quickly forgotten within the first few weeks of the new term. More importantly we 
believe that it is important for children to build the resilience and social skills required to make new friends and 
broaden their experiences. 

For a number of years our students have participated in a variety of transition programs aimed at preparing them for 
the following school year. The focus is on becoming familiar with their future learning environment while establish-
ing connections with their peer group and the teaching team. Our programs  include: 

  

Prep Orientation Program: ‘Get set For Prep!’: 

Future Preps attend four orientation sessions from 9:30am to 10:30am.  Our first session will be held next week, on 
Thursday 14th November, with further sessions on  Thursday 21st and Thursday November 28th.    On Thursday 
December 5th our future Preps will work in their future learning space with their 2020 class teacher. During the final 
session on 5th December they will meet their Year 6 Buddy for next year. 

  

Year Prep to Year 5: ‘Are You Ready?’ 

Students in Prep to Year 5 participate in our ‘Are You Ready? transition program. Held over four sessions, including 
a half day, this is an opportunity to work in their future learning environment with their  peer group. Sessions will be 
held on 28th November, 4th December and 10th December. These sessions will be with a variety of teachers. At our 
final ‘Are You Ready?’ session on 20th December students will meet next year’s teacher. 

 Year 6 to 7: ‘On Our Way To Secondary!’: 

2020 CLASS PLACEMENTS 



Year 6 teachers work closely with local Secondary Colleges to support a smooth transition from Primary School to 
Secondary College. The process also includes an orientation day on Tuesday 10th December  which allow students to 
spend time in their future Secondary College environment. 

 

Our Year 5-6 students have been working on writing persuasive advertisements. As a part of this unit of work stu-
dents have written book reviews, we will be showcasing these through the school newsletter, Kismet Park Facebook 
page, See Saw and as display posters in the library. This gives the student’s authentic purpose and audience for their 
writing and provides them with various options for publishing their work. Keep an eye out for some great student 
writing pieces.  
 
 
 

Teachers work hard to integrate curriculum areas. Walking around the school it is evident that students are 
involved in rich mathematics tasks that are authentic and hands on. 

MATHEMATICS - NUMERACY LEARNING 

ENGLISH - LITERACY LEARNING 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The fol-

lowing article is from the Kidsmatter web-
site at https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au 

At any age, having friends provides support and promotes mental health and wellbeing. Children’s friendships are 
also very important for their social and emotional development. Through friendships children learn how to relate 
with others. They develop social skills as they teach each other how to be good friends. 

Most children want to have friends. Children who have friends are more likely to be self-confident and perform 
better academically at school than those without friends. When children have difficulty in making friends or in 
keeping them, it often leads to feeling lonely and unhappy with themselves. Feeling rejected by others may lead to 
significant distress. Learning positive friendship skills can help children socially so they feel happier and more 
confident. 

How friendships develop and change 

Friendships require give and take. By sharing toys, time, games, experiences and feelings, children learn that they 
can have their social needs met and can meet the needs of others. Since friendships develop through this kind of 
mutual exchange, close friendships are usually based on well-matched needs. 

Children’s friendship needs and skills change as they grow. Similarly, children’s ideas about friendship change as 
they develop. This is reflected in the different kinds of activities that children like to spend time doing with their 
friends at different ages. The table below indicates the ways children tend to describe close friends and the kinds 
of skills that support positive friendships as they develop. 

Children choose friends who have similar interests and enjoy similar activities. During primary school close 
friendships are most often with a child of the same sex. This is related to children’s preferences in play.  

As children’s interests and developmental needs change, their friendship patterns may also change. By the middle 
of primary school it is common for children to form small friendship groups based around similar interests. These 
groups often establish their own rules about who can join them. Setting rules and learning to negotiate them is im-
portant for helping children to develop their understanding of social relationships. However, when children lack 
cooperative relationship skills it can lead to friendship groups being dominated by some children and excluding 
others. 

Helping Children Learn Positive Friendship Skills 

THE ARTS - VISUAL ARTS LEARNING 

https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/


 






