
5 November 2020 

Kismet News 
 

McEwen Drive Sunbury.  Victoria 3429      Phone: (03) 9744 4566 
Email: kismet.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au Website: http://kismetparkps.vic.edu.au   

Building the Foundations for Success and Happiness 

Wednesday 11th November Remembrance Day 

Thursday 12th November 2021 Prep Orientation Day (Further details will be emailed) 

Thursday 19th November 2021 Prep Orientation Day (Further details will be emailed) 

Friday 11th December Curriculum Day– NO SCHOOL on this day 

Friday 18th December Last Day of Term 4 

Dear Parents, Staff and Students, 

We are currently finalising school structures and staffing  for 2021 and look forward to confirming our arrangements in the 
coming weeks. We understand that some students find the transition process challenging and aim to support them through this 
process as much as possible. Later in this newsletter we have included details about our transition programs . To assist families 
we have attached the Insight article ‘Easing Children’s Anxiety’. We trust you will find this information useful. 

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school. The Parent Opinion Survey is an annual survey 
offered by the Department of Education and Training that is conducted amongst all parents. It is designed to assist schools in 
gaining an understanding of parents’ perceptions of school climate, student behaviour, student engagement and experiences of 
remote and flexible learning. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and im-
provement strategies. 

Last week all parents / carers with ‘Compass Log In Details ’ were  invited to participate in the survey. All responses to the 
survey are anonymous. This year the Parent Opinion Survey will be conducted from Monday 26th October to Friday 13th No-
vember. 

The survey is being conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient time within 
the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones.  

The survey results will be communicated to parents later in the year and will be used to inform goals and strategies for the 
2021 Annual Implementation Plan which is  discussed at school council.  Please speak to Glenn or Andrea if you would like 
further information about the survey. 
 

If there is any information that we may not be aware of that may affect your child’s class placement next year please put the 
details in writing and forward to the office marked Attention: Mr Glenn McConnell by  Friday 6th November. This is not a 
teacher / class selection process, but an opportunity to provide information which may assist with your children’s social and 
academic grouping. While all information will be carefully considered we can not guarantee  that all needs will be met.  To 
assist us with our forward planning we ask any families / students who are moving to another area and not returning to Kismet 
Park in 2021 to  notify the school office as soon as possible. This information is critical in terms of class structures and staff-
ing. Thank you for your assistance. 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 CLASS PLACEMENTS INFORMATION 

PARENT OPINION SURVEY 
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This morning the information below was sent out to families of students in Years 4, 5 and 6 via Compass.   It is to  inform you 
about the 2020 Student Attitudes to School Survey (AtoSS), that your child is invited to participate in.   

About the survey 

We value student voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing and quality instruction and are conducting a 
survey to find out what your child thinks of your school.  

The AtoSS is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training to assist schools in gaining an 
understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school.  

This year, the survey also includes some questions about student health and wellbeing and student perceptions of COVID-19. 
Understanding health and wellbeing needs has always been important, but especially so this year, and the Department is 
providing this survey to allow schools to capture this information to support students. Students will be asked about their 
thoughts and feelings in relation to their school, family, friends, health (including mental health) and wellbeing, and bullying. 

The health and wellbeing questions are taken from another Department survey called the Victorian Student Health and Wellbe-
ing Survey (VSHAWS) that has been conducted with a sample of schools in Victoria since 2014. The questions about COVID-
19 have been developed by or recommended by the Murdoch Children’s Research Institute.  

This year, the AtoSS will be conducted at your school over the period Monday 9 to Friday 13 November.  

What are the risks? 

While we do not anticipate many risks of participation, some students may find the survey questions to be more personal and 
sensitive in nature this year. Should you agree for your child to participate, they are still free to skip questions or to withdraw at 
any stage if the survey makes them upset or uncomfortable. 

What are the benefits? 

In our experience, the majority of young people enjoy having the chance to have their say. Your school will use the survey re-
sults to plan programs and activities to improve your child's schooling experience. 

What will my child be asked to do? 

Your child will be invited to complete the survey online during class time using a purpose built secure online survey tool.  It is 
important to note that we are not in any way “testing” your child. Please note: 

•    Student participation in the survey is voluntary and students may withdraw at any time. 

•    The survey will take around 30-40 minutes to complete. 

How is my child’s confidentiality protected? 

Your child will be provided with a unique login to complete the survey from their teacher. The student login is an assigned 
identifier that may be used to link data for statistical and research purposes only. Personally identifiable data will not be record-
ed in the survey response file. This ensures that the confidentiality of your child’s responses is protected at all times. 

How will results be reported? 

The survey results will be reported back to the school in an aggregate form in term 4. All survey data that is made available in 
reports are for groups of students only so that no individual student can be identified. Data suppression rules are used for 
schools with low student numbers per year level. 

Options for participation 

Participation in this survey is voluntary. If you do not wish for your child to do the survey, please opt out via email to your 
school: kismet.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au Please do so before Monday 9 November, stating that you wish to opt out 
of your child’s participation, along with their name, school and year level. 

If your school does not receive a Refusal of Consent email from yourself before the survey commencement date mentioned 
within this letter, it means that you give your consent for your child to participate in the 2020 Attitudes to School Survey. 

2020 STUDENT ATTITUDES TO SCHOOL SURVEY PARENT / GUARDIAN INFORMATION AND CONSENT 
FOR STUDENTS IN YEARS 4 to 6 



A copy of the survey that we are asking your child to complete is available from your child’s school. Please contact the admin-
istration office if you would like to see the survey before making your decision about whether you would like your child to par-
ticipate.  

If you would like more information, please speak to your child’s teacher, or contact the Department at atti-
tudes.school.survey@education.vic.gov.au. 

 
Yours sincerely, 

The Department of Education and Training Victoria 

We have almost completed our pre-prep testing of our 2021 Prep students. Next week we will commence orientation sessions 
with arrangements being confirmed with families tomorrow. This year, following  advice from the Chief Health Officer we are 
restricted to small groups of up to ten. Unfortunately parents will be unable to accompany their children onsite during these ori-
entation  sessions as they are included in the ten visitors allowed onsite at any one time.  Details including times and dates will 
be confirmed with families tomorrow.  

 

Next  Wednesday the 11th November our Junior School  Councillors will be leading  our 
school through an  acknowledgement of Remembrance Day.  

Their presentation which will take place at school will commemorate this  
important time in our country’s history. Thank you Junior School Council for their work in 
preparing for this important event. 

 

Get your wide brimmed hats ready! Sunsmart time is here and  there are 5 things to remember... 

UV levels in Victoria are on the rise again so it is time to grab your sun   protection gear and do the SunSmart Countdown. 
Whenever UV levels reach 3 and above, sun protection is needed because that is when the sun can start to damage skin and eyes 
and lead to skin cancer.  Use a combination of the following five sun protection measures: 

1. Slip on clothing that covers as much skin as possible (no singlet tops). 

2. Slop on SPF30+ broad spectrum sunscreen (remember to reapply it before going outside). 

3. Slap on a wide brimmed hat that shades the head, face, neck and ears. 

4. Seek shade. 

5. Slide on some wraparound sunglasses 

During the Sunsmart period students not wearing a wide brimmed school hat will be directed to sit in a shaded   area. We appre-
ciate your support with encouraging SunsSmart behaviours. School hats can be purchased through PSW.  

BE SUNSMART 

2021 PREP TRANSITION PROGRAM 

REMEMBRANCE DAY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
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Book week 2020 
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