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Building the Foundations for Success and Happiness 

Thursday 6th December Book Pack Sales—9:30am—11:00am & Prep Transition 9:30—10:30 

Friday 7th December Grade 1/2 Excursion to Melbourne Museum 

Tuesday 11th December Year 7 State wide Secondary School Orientation Day 

Wednesday 12th December Parent Helper Morning Tea 

Thursday 13th December Kismet Christmas Concert 5:30—7:30pm 

Wednesday 19th December Grade 6 Graduation Evening 

Friday 21st December LAST DAY OF TERM 4– 2:30pm Finish 

 

Dear Parents, Staff and Students,  

We start by congratulating our Year 3 & 4 students on the manner in which they conducted themselves down at 

Camp   Wilkin last week. They should be very proud of the way in which they got along, supported others and 

showed respect. We hope everyone enjoyed  following their experiences on Facebook and See Saw.  

Next Tuesday, 11th  December our Year 6 students will participate in the Statewide Secondary College orientation 

day program. This day provides a great opportunity for our students to explore their future learning environment, 

meet with teachers and begin establishing connections with their new peer group. We wish them all the best for the 

day. 

 

PARENT HELPERS  THANK YOU MORNING TEA 

Invitations to our Parent Helper’s Morning Tea have been sent out. The morning Tea  is an opportunity to show our  

appreciation of   the wonderful work of volunteers who have   assisted in classrooms, extra-curricular activities   in-

cluding our school       production,   sporting events, camp and the various fundraising and community events held 

throughout the year.  This year our  Parent Helpers Morning Tea will be held in the Building B on Wednesday 12th  

of DECEMBER AT 11:00 AM. We hope to see you there to let us say thank you and to celebrate your  wonderful 

work throughout 2018. 

 

STAFFING UPDATE 

Like our students, this time of year opens up new opportunities for our staff to take new directions in their careers. 

This year we see Rosie Smyth and  Louise Rowan sail off into retirement after many years of dedicated service to 

education and in particular, the Kismet Park community. We wish both Rosie and Louise all the best for long, 

healthy and peaceful retirements. 

 

Stephanie Burgess and Donna Matthews will be heading off to Aitken Creek Primary School, Nathasha Shirtcliffe 

will be heading back to Melton and Genea Owen will be studying in 2019. We would like to thank all for their con-

tributions to Kismet Park during their time with us and wish them all the best for the future.  

 

We would like to take this opportunity to introduce you to the  new members of our leadership team who will play a 

major role in the implementation of school improvement initiatives into the future:  

 

Andrea Markham (Assistant Pr incipal) 

It is with great pleasure that I would like to introduce myself as the newly appointed Assistant Principal of Kismet 
Park Primary School. I am extremely honoured by the opportunity to work alongside Glenn leading Kismet Park into 
an exciting new phase of school improvement.  
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KISMET KITCHEN  DECEMBER TRADING 

Kismet Kitchen Canteen last day for lunch orders is  

WEDNESDAY 19th December 

 Counter Snack Sales only at recess breaks on THURSDAY 20th December 

 CLOSED FOR CLEANING ON the last day of term, FRIDAY 21ST December 

 

After returning from family leave in 2007 I have spent the past 11 years building my leadership capacity in a 
number of schools in the Western Metropolitan Region. I have been fortunate enough to have been given oppor-
tunities that have strengthened my leadership of curriculum initiatives and building the capacity of teachers, in-
cluding the following roles:  Early Years Literacy Co ordinator (Calder Rise PS), Primary Mathematics and Sci-
ence Specialist (Albion North PS), Numeracy Leader (Tarneit P-9], Teaching and Learning Coach English and 
Mathematics (St Albans East PS) and Curriculum Instructional Leader (St Albans North PS). I have also worked 
as a Professional Officer for the Mathematics Association of Victoria in this role delivering quality mathematical 
professional development across Victoria, leading on from this I was fortunate enough to be selected as a part of a 
team of teachers in the development of mathematics curriculum sample programs and scope and sequence docu-
ments for the VCAA in line with the new Victorian Curriculum. I am confident I bring a wealth of educational 
leadership experience to the role and look forward to sharing my skills and knowledge to improve outcomes for 
all students. 

 

I feel extremely privileged to be taking on my first Assistant Principal role at Kismet Park Primary School and I 
am committed to working collaboratively with all staff, students and community to carry out the vision and mis-
sion of Kismet Park to create an environment of high expectations with a culture of excellence. I look forward to 
meeting you all in the new year. Andrea.  

 

Libbi Posar (Learning Specialist) 

My name is Libbi Posar and would like to share my excitement at the opportunity to join the Kismet Park com-
munity as a Learning Specialist. I am currently a Year 4 classroom teacher and Learning Specialist at New Gis-
borne Primary School and also a Literacy Master Trainer for the Macedon Ranges Network schools. 

My educational experiences have involved working across various Western Region schools and the Macedon 
Ranges. Over the years my roles have extended beyond the classroom including leading roles such as, Learning 
Specialist, PLT Leader, Literacy Coach, Literacy Master Trainer, Digital Technologies Leader and ICT Coordina-
tor. Each of these roles have equipped me with the practical skills and knowledge to continue growing as a leader. 
My passion for learning and developing my own skills as an educator shows my commitment to moving student 
learning forward through building excellence in teacher capacity.  

As a Learning Specialist at Kismet Park Primary School I will work collaboratively to lead, manage and imple-
ment whole school improvement initiatives relating to our school goals and vision. I am enthusiastic about start-
ing a wonderful new journey as a member of the Kismet Park community and look forward to meeting all of you. 

 

Catriona Goldsworthy (Learning Specialist) 

I am very excited to be appointed one of the Learning Specialists beginning 2019. I have been teaching for ap-
proximately 16 years, predominantly in grades 3-6, and have had the opportunity to work in grade 2 and grade 4 
this year at Kismet. 

I believe that our students here at Kismet deserve the highest quality education and know that our teachers can 
deliver it. I have previous experience in leadership roles which involved me working with staff to improve their 
practice in Literacy. I have used these skills already to be a key driver in the evaluation of our current writing ap-
proach here at Kismet, and will continue to do so for other key learning areas. I have also been an Academic 
Board Member for an educational business, a Sessional Lecturer at Victoria University for preservice teachers 
and an eLearning Leader. 

I have the privilege of being a parent here at Kismet, as well as a passionate and committed teacher and I look 
forward to what we all can achieve to make OUR school awesome! 



Grade Award 
 *Be Respectful* 

 *Be Responsible* 

 *Be Safe* 

 *Be a Learner* 

 

Be Respectful  

Jake Barnard—PA Emily Wilkie—1O 

Tiriki Patten—2B Kaiden Jenkins—4B 

Caitlyn Edwards—5/6E  

Be Responsible  

Alice Pearson—PJ Tristan Allum—1B 

Dannan Xeureb—2T Dylan Perry—1/2T 

Robyn Longworth—3/4G Mikayla Mitchell—5/6N 

Sharmaine McCubbin—5/6k  

Be a Learner  

Harvey Wellington—PW Jennievieve Horvat-Keyworth—3/4G 

Patrick Hansen—3H Aidan Borg—4G 

Lucas Neil—5/6N Tahlua Bradley—5/6L 

Attachment - Secondary School vaccinations in 2019 

Immunisation is an important part of protecting the health of individuals and our community.  

Year 7 students are eligible to receive free vaccinations through a Secondary School Vaccine Program. 

The vaccines delivered to Year 7 students provide protection against:  

Diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis (whooping cough) – one dose for year 7 students 

Human Papillomavirus (HPV) – two doses for year 7 students 

A vaccine consent card booklet will be coming home with your child in 2019. Please look out for this booklet. Alter-

natively, you may have received this with your child’s secondary school enrolment documents. 

Once you receive the consent booklet, please complete and return to the Secondary school. It is important to read the 

information included in the booklet whether or not you intend for your child to receive their vaccination at school. 

Secondary schools are authorised to provide basic parent/guardian contact details to the local council for immunisation purposes. Contact the 

Secondary school by 28 February 2019 if you do not want your contact details given to the Hume City Council’s immunisation service.  

To learn more about the Secondary School Vaccine Program and how to best prepare your child for their vaccinations, go to bet-

terhealth.vic.gov.au or visit Council’s website: hume.vic.gov.au/Services_For_You/Health/Immunisation  

Please contact council’s immunisation team for further information or if you have any questions. Email immunisationj@hume.vic.gov.au or 

phone 9205 2523. 

Last School Banking for 2018 Wednesday 12th December 208. 

The first School Banking day for 2019 will be Thursday 7th February 2019 
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HELP YOUR CHILD COPE WITH CHANGE 

 

Transition stress 

How can you help your child cope with the stress of change, such as a new school or new routine? Change is 

harder for some than others. The transitions between the school year and summer, home to vacation, even be-

tween parts of the day can cause stress. What may be fine for us as adults may produce anxiety for our kids - and 

resulting behaviors. With a little acknowledgment of transitions and planning, you can help reduce transition 

stress both in the short term and long term.  

With the new school year upon us, you may have experienced some issues with transition stress already. Perhaps 

your child isn't sleeping as well, or a little testier or sillier than usual. Maybe you find yourself more anxious.  

Whether you or your child have been able to verbalize the source of these behaviors, recent transitions are worth 

looking at. There's a reason that stress evaluation quizzes note major transitions as sources of stress - and even if 

those transitions are ones you want and/or are for the better.  

 

Don't dismiss the anxiety  

The first step is acknowledging that change is hard, both for you and your child. Validating feelings followed by 

some serious reassurance and hugs can go a long way to easing the stress. It can be a simple, "Hey, sweetie, I see 

that you're a little more anxious in the mornings before school. I completely understand that it's hard to adjust to a 

new schedule. Let's work together to see how we can make it easier or better for you." We all want to be under-

stood.  

Similarly for you, you can seek out support from your partner for your own transition stress. Asking for help isn't 

a sign of weakness - and asking for help from your partner can help maintain your connection to one another.  

Small steps  

If you can, break down really big transitions into smaller steps. Maybe your child is struggling with an emotional 

leap from Kindergarten to 1st grade; you can break that down into steps that seem less big - it's a new teacher and 

new classroom, yes, but it's still the same school building, still the same school day, still the same bus ride, and so 

on. And, of course, you are still going to help your child along.  

Keep consistency where you can  

During times of transition, keep consistency where you can. A known element can be reassuring when everything 

else feels up in the air. Whether it's dinner time routine, a regular weekly family outing or even just the same af-

ternoon snack as usual, routine and consistency is helpful while the new parts of the day settle out and become 

more familiar.  

If it's more than just "change"  

If after an appropriate amount of time, the transition doesn't seem to be easing, it may be something more. Maybe 

something else is going on at school that your child hasn't told you about, or maybe for you some deeper sense 

that something is not going to work out long-term. These follow-on signs should not be dismissed. You can seek 

out others that might have knowledge of the situation in question for assistance - or maybe just as a sounding 

board.  

Eventually, transition stress does settle out over time. Acknowledging and reassuring can help ease even the 

seemingly simplest of changes.  




